
City of Rockville
l)cparlment of Rccrcation and Parks

301.309-3030

S IGN I FICANT IREE BEMOVAL PER MTT. APPLICATIO}T PROCEDTTR F$
FOR PB"IVATE PROPFRTY

Thc Mayor and Council has adopted a trew C'iry law effective January l, 1993, which prcscrues antl
pr()tec.ts rignificant trees on privatc property.

. Who treeds a removal permit?

Atryonc rcmoving a significant tree of 12" diamcter or grcater at breast height. Significan t
treeri on a single recordcd lot improvcd with an existing attachcd, detached, or semi-detached
single farnily rlwelling are exempt.

. Whcrc do you get a pcrmit application?

Pcrmit applications are availatrlc from tbe staff at the Recreation and Parks Director's office,
top floor of City Hall.

. IYhat is the procedure?

(l) Fill out the significant tree removal permit application.
(2) Pay the City cashier ba.sed on the number of significant trees bcing removed ($S/tree,

maximum of $25).
(3) Bring the rcccipt and thc permit application back to thc Recrcation and Parks Dircctor's

office.
(4) Recreation and Parks Director's office will give you a copy of the receipt.

. Whcn can thc trce be removcd?

Oncc thc permit applicatit;n is received in tbe Recreation and Park's office, it will be approved
withio 15 work days. The permit will be received lhrough the mail from thc City Forester.

Notc; Significant trees causing immediate probable denger to persons or propeny can
be removed immediately at owtrer's discretion. A permit application shall bc filed after
lhe removal.

. Whet are the permit conditions?

(1) Permits will be issued on cundition of replacenent of an otherwise healthy, viable tree
per the designated replaccment schedule,

. 12"-18" diametcr - replacc with one 2 7/2" diameter tree

. 19"-24" diameter - replarce with two 2 1/2" diameter trees

. over 24" diameter - replacc with three 2 7/2'diameter treet

(2) Permits will he isued for dead, dying, diseased, or insect infested trees wilhout
conditions for replacement.
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CITY OF ROCKVILLE

Nolrcq -This applicatiotr caorol be used in conjunction vith any activity requiring dcvelopmen;
suMivision, or grading permit apptoval- Applicart acknowlcdgcs that pcrmifs foifhe removal of
hcalthy significanl trees nill be condilioned upon thc rcplaccmint of rimoved trccs acoording to
thc following schcdule:

. 12-18r diameter trec - replacc with one 2 ll2, diemctet ruec

. L9-24' diameter tree - replace with two 2 U2' diermctcr t*s

. over 24" diameler lrec - replacc with tbree 2 1,/2" dirmctcr trees

Applic'n1's 1tl4lns1

Address:

Froperty Owner: Yes No

Date:

Tclephone No:

Pcrmit Cost: I
(iiltree, nol to crcccd t25 total)

Number of Tree(s):

Locatiotr of Tree(s):

Rcason for Removal(s):

Condition of Trcc(s):
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Ordinance No. ?-00

(b) A long'tcnn protect,ivc greenrent shnll contain pruvisions lirr crr for cenr!.nl ofthe
ngrcement' including provisions lor the collection of attolney's fees incurrcd in such cnlbrrcenrent
asti()n-

(c) An applicarrt may satisfu rhc rcquirerrrent f-or lo'g-tenn prolccrivc agrc*rrcnr by
executing a lbrcsl oclrservatioll and ntanagenlcflt {greement, as pr0vitled in thc Annotate<l 

'Cotlt:

of Marylantl, Tax-Plopcrty Article, Section 8-21l.

(d) Thc long tenl aErcclncnt shall [q aqq')mp6$icrJ by thOse lt]gal instrumetrts pcccssary
to ellbctu&lc such agreement, sttch as conservation ci$cments, deetl rcstrictions, covcflallts and
othcr agrocment$.

(e) Any final sutrdivision plat or dctailcd davulopment plan lbr lhc srrhject tract approved
.n or after January l, 1993 shall show the arcas hcld under such protcclive agreenlcnts.

ARTICLE V. INDIVIDUAI- TRf,,E REMOVAI

Scc. 10.$'31, lrees iD public right-of-way,

'l'rees 
within tire public-right-of-way arc subjc:rct to the St.rte's Roadsidu Tree l-flw, as cuffcntlv sct

forth in the Natulal Resources Articlc of the Alnotatetl (]ode of Maryland 6d 5-4o.1 tluough 5-
4(Xr, and as subsequently anrcndcd.

Sec. 10.5--12. Trees on private property,

(a) Tltis scctitrn dods not upply to the relnoval of arry signilicrrnl tre.c located o5 a singlc.
family residenti:rl lot that is not olhcrwisc subjool to thc provisions of this chaptcr, except that the
portion of a putrlic right-ol'-way abutting a single family residential lot is subiccr to Section | 0.5-
. ) 1 ,

(b) It is unlawful for any person to rcnrovc any significanl tree on privatc propcrty,
including trees located within utility easements, not othcrwisc covered by a |9r9st Colscrvation
Plan, r.vithout first recciving a pcnnit from the City Forester.

(c) 'l 
he (:iry [orcstcr shall issuc ir permit if one of the following corrditir:ns exist:

(l ) The treeisdead ordf ng, or in dangcr ol'falling;

(2) Thc trcc is diseased, insect infested, of idurcd and capsot rcasonably bc
r(jstorcd;

(3) Thc trce constitutes a lrazard to thc salbty of pr:rsons or tlrreatens irriury to
propcrty, including other trees.
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(4) ltenroval r.lf a trcc is requircd for ths ftraintenamco ofa utili ly, Llnlcssolhcrwise Prohibittxl by law, the (iity Forester mry requirc that siglificlnt trccs rer,ovcd bercplaccd in accorda.ce rvlrh the treg rcpracerncnl rares sct ftrrth i' scction 10.5-23(a)(l), or tharpavnent he lnadc to the city's Folest c'onservarion Fund in licu of significr"i ,*,,.pr***"",.

(d) ll-nt-rne of the conditions contairred in subsection (c) exrst, a psmlt nmy be issucd
only uporr thc condition thal rhe lree rcmoved bc rr;placed in accordance with the ticu
replacerncnt ratcs set tb'1h in section 10.s-22(a)(l), orthat paymenr lre m'tle tothe-city,s liorcsr(lonservation fund in licrr of signiticanl tree replaccment.

Ordinancc No. ,2:!10

( I ) lssue a stop-work ordcr until the violation has heen abatetl.

AR'I'I(]LE VI. I,NFORCEMENT

Set. 10.5-3-1. Inspcctions.

(a) Thc City Forester and other repl.csr?ntatives ol.thc City de5jgsdtcd by tllc Ci(y
Manager may c:nter prope(y subject to this chaptcr for thc prtrpose of insp".tion and
enforcenrcnt. The '.in:ing and licqrrency ofthc inspecrions ihall be at the discrotion ol thc
ulspector, L-xccpt that the following inspectjons rrtusI take placc:

(1) tsefore any lat dislurbing activities occur on thc tract:

(2) Following cornpletion ofall land disturbing activities and a.tTorestatiorr or
rcforestation covcrcd by the l'orest Conservation plan: md

(3) At thc end ofthe two year tinre pcriod covered by thc nraintcnance 'greemcnt.

(h) No land disturbilrg activity shali cournrcncc and no bonri or security shall be relcascd
urrtil an inspection has bccn condrrctcd.

Sec. 10.5-34. Peualties and other remcdics.

(ir) PursutuIt to Soction (F1612 otthe Natural Rcsources Arlicle ofthc Annotated flodc
of Maryland, a ii nc in ths amount of onc thousan<l dollars (g I ,(X)0.00) may be irnposed lor caclr
violdtion cf this chaptcr, including any viol;ition ol an approved Forcst {lonscrvlti,rn plan which
fine may be rccovcrc<-t in a civil action brought by thc city, Each tlay a violation continucs is a
separale violation.

(b) ln addition, thc Cily shali havc available to it a 

 

those rcrnctlies set lbrrh rr.r seclio's
1 1) and l-l I ol'this Corle.

1c) In addition to any of rhe forcgoing remedies, thc Ciry, through its appropriarc
conrnrissions, dcpartrncnts, irgencics, or othq r€prascntatives, may in req)ollsc to any violation:
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What trees will be planted on your street?
Check your street and address on the left.

The goal of the Master Street Tree Plan is to select replacement trees for specific locations - taking
into account planting space, overhead lines, etc. Another objective is to diversify tree species withtn
neighborhoods and provide uniformity on streets.

Rockville is committed to maintaining healthy and safe trees on municipal lands and public streets,
and it is the mission of the Recreation and Parks Department to provide a sustained, long term, and
stable urban forest. The role of municipal forestry requires constant review and analysis, planning
protection, management, safety, and care, with emphasis on improving the quantity and quality of
our trees. The Master Street Tree Plan is a key effort in this mission and the overall responsibility to
care for City trees. lt also is a necessary, proactive way to reduce tree-related problems and
beautify Rockville.

For more information, contact Rob Orndorff, City Horticulturast.

Please note: The Street Tree Master Plan covers only those skeets maintained by the City of
Rockville. Residents along State Roads may contact the State Highway Administiation, Lindscape
Division at 410-545-8586. Residents in private communities should contact thejr Home Owners
Association.

rnmcnrlsa,
This info.mation was last updated Octobe., 2001.
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v*$rbh ath>aq
rFi!'A PL"AN
What trees will be planted on your street?
Check vour street and address on the left.

The goal of the Master Street Tree Plan is to select replacement trees for specific locations - taking
into account planting space, overhead lines, etc. Another objective is to diversify tree species within
neighborhoods and provide uniformity on streets.

Rockville is committed to maintaining healthy and safe trees on municipal lands and public streets,
and it is the mission of the Recreation and Parks Department to provide a sustained, long term, and
stable urban forest. The role of municipal forestry requires constant review and analysis, planning
protection, management, safety, and care, with emphasis on improving the quantity and quality of
our trees. The Master Street Tree Plan is a key effort in this mission and the overall responsibility to
care for City trees. lt also is a necessary, proactive way to reduce tree-related problems and
beautify Rockville.

For more information, contact Rob Orndorff, City Horticulturist.

Please note: The Street Tree Master Plan covers only those streets maintained by the City of
Rockville. Residents along State Roads may contact the State Highway Administration, Landscape
Division at410-545-8586. Residents in private communities should contact their Home Owners
Association.
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Thrs information was lasl updated Oclober,2001
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